
A Lesson in Picture Study 
Adding another painting to the mind’s gallery
February is a wonderful time at an 
Ambleside School. Reports of  Growth 
have been returned to families, 
conferences have been held, and much 
growth in habits and learning often 
happens for student, staff, and parents.  

With our new semester beginning, 
I’d like to explore the method of  a 
lesson at Ambleside. In this mini-series, 
you’ll find tools to participate in an 
Ambleside classroom from where you 
are at home. This month, we’ll explore 
on of  our Impressionist picture study 
artists, Henri Matisse, from our Sixth 
Grade curriculum. You find some key 
elements of  a lesson at Ambleside in 
what follows: a first “little talk” that 
introduces you to the subject matter 
and enables exploration of  the 
material, an opportunity to observe 
and narrate, and a second little talk 

encouraging you to critically process 
what you’ve seen and explore the 
beauty and ideas in the subject matter.  

Henri Matisse was born in 1869 in 
France and was known for the 
masterful use of  color and line in his 
painting. He was profoundly 
influenced by artists like Claude Monet 
and Vincent Van Gogh. The painting 
above, Dessert: A Harmony in Red is 
considered by many to be his master 
work. When you observe the painting, 
be sure to take careful notice of  his use 
of  line, and his intentional use of  
bright colors.  

Take time to pause and silently 
observe the painting above for five 
minutes. Don’t analyze; simply look 
carefully.  

Now, on your own, or with your 
family, turn the page over and tell back 

exactly what you’ve observed. Be sure 
to include both details and the overall 
composition of  the work.  

Finally, here are some questions to 
provoke thoughtful conversation: 

1. What did you find beautiful 
about this piece? 
2. How did Matisse masterfully 

use line and color?  
3. Describe the relationship 

between interior and exterior in 
this piece.  
4. Finally, this painting was 

originally to be a Harmony in Blue, 
but Matisse painted it over in red. 
Why do you think he did so? !
I hope you enjoyed this glimpse of  

what students do every week at 
Ambleside. May your lives be full of  
the good, true, and beautiful!
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We are now a few weeks into the second 
semester at Ambleside Boerne, and students are 
being introduced to new authors, artists, composers, 
poets, and texts! Teachers will continue to send home 
copy books each week, and you will get to view first 
hand the growth they are experiencing as they engage 
with these rich ideas Read on for information 
regarding events and deadlines coming up in the next 
few weeks. 

As previously announced, artwork from 
Ambleside Boerne students is currently on 
display at the Boerne Public Library. Be sure to 
head over to the library during the month of  February 
to see the exhibit of  beautiful student work. Thank you 
to our art teacher, Mrs. Tye, for arranging this display! 

There will be no school on Monday, February 
16th. This had originally been schedules as a Bad 
Weather Day, so please update your calendars. 

Thank you for helping us begin the re-enrollment 
process. It is exciting to think ahead to next year! You 
will receive invoices for enrollment deposits this month, 
and the deposits will be due Monday, March 2nd. 
The FACTS deadline for  scholarship families is Friday, 
February 13th. 

Spring Break is March 9th - 13th. This week 
off  from school will serve as an important time of  rest 
and renewal for our students and teachers and will 
provide an opportunity for families to spend time 
together in the midst of  a busy semester.  

Please keep the following events in mind, as they 
will occur the week after we return from Spring Break: 
All-School Lunch on Thursday, March 19th, 
Ambleside Open House on Thursday, March 
19th at 6:00 pm, and Spring Concert on Friday, 
March 20th at 7:00 pm. More information regarding 
these events will be available in the coming weeks. 

Our Chapel services continue every Tuesday 
morning at 8:15am. Mr. Hayes will greet and pray 
with parents immediately following Chapel each 
Tuesday during Coffee in the Courtyard. The Big 
Ideas Discussion Group will meet every other 
Thursday. The next meeting will be on Thursday 
February 19th at 8:15 am. Parents will be discussing 
Chapters 2 and 3 of  this semester’s book, Punished By 
Rewards, by Alfie Kohn. 

“And I realize that child-rearing, like so many 
things, is most accurately rendered in shades 
of gray. While some interventions are clearly 
bad and some are clearly good, most aren’t so 
easy to pin down….If parenthood has taught 
me anything (other than humility) it is the 
necessity of reminding oneself how things 
look from the child’s perspective. This is also 
the single best way to avoid falling back on 
rewards and coercion, which tend to follow 
from seeing the child as an object instead of a 
subject. 

-Punished By Rewards, Afterword, by Alfie Kohn

UPCOMING EVENTS 
What You Need to Know!
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Chapel Recitation Schedule

2/24/15 Fifth-Seventh Grade

3/10/15 Second-Fourth Grade

3/24/15 Kindergarten/First Grade

4/7/15 Fifth-Seventh Grade

4/21/15 Second-Fourth Grade

5/5/15 Kindergarten/First Grade

5/12/15 Fifth-Seventh Grade

All Chapel services are held at 8:15 am in the Historic ChapelStudent artwork on display for the month of   
February at the Boerne Public Library.

�2



	 I am fond of  telling our students at Ambleside that I often 
hear from God through a synergy of  observation of  the world around 
me, the literature I read, and His Word. I’ve been struck recently by an 
idea that’s been on the forefront of  my mind professionally, but has 
arisen in each of  those three areas—the idea of  vibrant and life-giving 
community. Community is a bit of  a trendy word to write or speak on 
at the moment, but I’ve learned the most not through blogs or TED 
talks, but through two classic books: Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s Nobel 
Prize-winning One Hundred Years of  Solitude, and E. M. Forster’s well-
known Passage to India. I’d recommend both books, especially to those 
who like a good story, or who are looking to learn more about the 
effects of  Western Imperialism on the developing world. One Hundred 
Years explores the evolution of  a fictional South American village 
through the tragic lives of  a single prominent local family, and Passage 
to India takes a critical look at the endemic racism that characterized 
British rule in India via a politicized crime and subsequent trial.  
	 The two share many similar themes about the introduction 
of  the foreign and new into the old, conflict between native peoples 
and Western colonizers, and the universality of  the human condition. 
However, it is these novels’ brutal honesty of  the effects of  community 
on individuals that most struck me. From these books I gleaned the 
thought that community isn’t always an inherently positive thing. 
Marquez writes of  a village that often flounders amidst a toxic 

atmosphere of  pride, guilt, and shame. Forster describes how racism is 
perpetuated in two exclusive peoples, the British and Indians, and how 
communities oriented around ethnic, political, and religious 
distinctions can be destructive. It struck me that community is 
beautiful and beneficial when its members contribute positively to its 
atmosphere, and avoid poisoning it through pride, prejudice, or other 
harmful behaviors. Each member of  our school, from parents and 
children, to staff  and teachers, has an opportunity to cultivate a place 
where every individual is cared for and lifted up, where children are 
loved and parents are challenged and encouraged, and where each of  
us is better for having been a part of  it. 

I spoke earlier about also learning from the Bible, and I’d be 
remiss if  I didn’t give God’s Word its due here. I’ve been reading 
through John, and with all of  these thoughts of  community in my 
head, it seemed that Jesus’s prayer in chapter 17 took on fresh meaning 
for me. When praying for the community of  believers (which includes 
us today), he says in verse 22, “…I have given them the glory that you 
have given me, that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the 
world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me.” Perhaps God’s love, and the power of  the Holy Spirit, 
is the key to healthy community. I’d encourage you to read and think 
on John 17, and pray for unity and love in our community. May God 
be honored in all that we think, do, and say together. 

The Importance of Community 

!
O Darling Room 
By Alfred, Lord Tennyson !
I 
O darling room, my heart’s delight, 
Dear room, the apple of  my sight, 
With thy two couches soft and white, 
There is no room so exquisite, 
No little room so warm and bright 
Wherein to read, wherein to write. !
II 
For I the Nonnenwerth have seen, 
And Oberwinter’s vineyards green, 
Musical Lurlei; and between 
The hills to Bingen have I been, 
Bingen in Darmstadt, where the Rhene 
Curves towards Mentz, a woody scene. 
  
III 
Yet never did there meet my sight, 
In any town, to left or right, 
A little room so exquisite, 
With two such couches soft and white; 
Not any room so warm and bright, 
Wherein to read, wherein to write. ! !

Alfred, Lord Tennyson was an English poet who lived  
from 1809 to  1892. His poems are the subject of  

 this semester’s poetry lessons in the 5th-7th Grade class.  
He is pictured right  in a  19th century colored engraving  

depicting Tennyson in his study in the Isle of  Wight.  
   (© Granger)
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F : 2/13 FACTS deadline for 2015-2016 school year

M : 2/16 No School (Bad Weather Day)

T : 2/17 Chapel @ 8:15 am. 
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

Th : 2/19 Big Ideas Discussion Group @ 8:15 am

T : 2/24 Chapel @ 8:15 am. 
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

M : 3/2 Enrollment Deposits Due

M : 3/9 - 
F : 3/13

Ambleside Spring Break (No School)

Marquez, Forster, and John 17               	By Andrew Hayes
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